
A  G U I D E  T O A C T I O N

Thank you for your interest in the Green Flag
Program, an environmental leadership program for
students.  Through an investigative process, your
Green Flag Team will work together to locate your
school's existing policies on specific environmental
issues, identify ways to improve upon them, and
promote policy changes that will positively impact
the environment on a local and global scale.  The
program will provide you with the groundwork.  Your
team will use the tools, do the work, and propose
policy changes.  Empower yourself, your Green Flag
Team, and your school through investigation,
organization, and leadership with the Green Flag
Program.  

This packet is a helpful tool for your team to use
as you work your way through the program.  Use it
as a guidebook, reference, or a resource to help you
get through the different stages of the program.
The packet progresses sequentially, offering helpful
suggestions that your team can use along the way.
Remember, the Green Flag Program is flexible.  It
provides you with a framework and offers time-
tested suggestions for success, but leaves it up to
you and your team to put your creativity, leadership
and problem-solving skills to work to make a
positive change.  Here's how to get started on
becoming an environmental leader in your school.  

To get started, obtain permission from your
school, teachers or administrators before moving
forward with any of the steps in this packet.  Your
Green Flag Team needs to work together with the
administrative and facilities departments to make a
positive change in your school.  Don't put a strain
on that relationship by acting without proper
permission.  The administration, teachers and staff
will be valuable partners in your work.  Begin by
building a good relationship with them.

Note the tips (✪) throughout the packet.  They tell
you which activities can be submitted to the Green
Flag Office towards completion of the program.  

Welcome 
Student Activists
for a Healthier
Environment!  
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The Green Flag Program 
for Environmental Leadership
is a project of the Child Proofing Our Communities
Campaign, which is coordinated by the Center for
Health, Environment and Justice (CHEJ).  Through
the Green Flag Program, CHEJ extends its long
tradition of community organizing assistance to
individual schools.  We connect local, statewide
and national groups to school communities to
create effective environmental programs in
schools and educate those communities about
advocacy and problem solving in the process.  
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About CHEJ
Lois Gibbs, community leader at Love Canal, founded the
Center for Health, Environment and Justice (CHEJ) in 1981,
as the Citizens Clearinghouse for Hazardous Waste (CCHW).
CHEJ believes people have the right to a clean and healthy
environment, and that the most effective way to achieve
change is through community organizing and
empowerment.

Since 1981, CHEJ has coordinated several important
national campaigns that have shaped the grassroots
environmental health movement and contributed to
numerous grassroots victories.  Today, along with the BE
SAFE Campaign, CHEJ coordinates the Child Proofing Our
Communities Campaign, which focuses entirely on raising
awareness of children's environmental health issues and
promoting better environmental policies and programs.  For
more information see:  http://www.chej.org/

About the Child Proofing 
Our Communities Campaign
CHEJ launched the Child Proofing Campaign in 2000 in
response to the increasing requests for assistance by
community groups, parents, teachers, school administrators
and activists alarmed by toxics in school buildings or on
school grounds.  Since that time, the campaign has
coordinated the work of dozens of community, state and
national groups to release four reports, testify before the
Senate's Environment and Public Works committee and raise
awareness of environmental health issues.  The Child
Proofing Campaign advocates for improved environmental
laws, regulations, policies and practices to prevent schools
from being built on or near contaminated sites and
eliminate children's and school personnel's exposure to
mold, toxic chemicals and other health hazards in schools.  

The Child Proofing Campaign also responds directly to the
requests of individual parents, teachers and community
groups that are facing exposure to environmental health
hazards in schools.  We receive hundreds of calls and emails
each year asking for information, support and organizing
assistance.  For more information see
http://www.childproofing.org/

The Green Flag Program was created through the dedication
and hard work of the following individuals:

Educational Review Committee
Rebecca Bell—Maryland State Dept. of Education
Angelo Bellomo—Office of Environmental Health and Safety, Los

Angeles Unified School District
Cindy Craig—Youth Count
Amanda Fisher—Teachers College at Columbia University
Steve Heacock—Maryland Governor's Green School Program
Sheila Lewis—Girl Scouts USA
Maria Minno—Florida PTA

Indoor Air Quality
Jessica Coleman & Nsedu Obot—Children's Environmental Health Network
Cindy Craig—Youth Count
Margaret Fitzgerald—Huckleberry Hill Elementary School
Sue Hughes—Lockport, NY
Louella Hung—Illinois Healthy Schools Campaign
Jane Laping—Mothers for Clean Air
Kim Phillips—Fayetteville, AR
Jayne Mardock—National Religious Partnership for the Environment
Denise Robinette—Healthy Living Foundation
Athena Thompson—Homes that Heal

Integrated Pest Management
Lyn Brabend—NYS Community IPM Program at Cornell University
Julie Dick—Safer Pest Control Project
Tom Green—IPM Institute of North America
Pam Hadad-Hurst—NY Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides
Debra Martin—Jordan Institute
Suzanne Miller—Vermont PIRG
Jane Nogaki—New Jersey Work Environment Council
Kagan Owens—Beyond Pesticides
Marty Reiner and Charles Irvine—Texans for Alternatives to Pesticides
Robina Suwol—California Safe Schools
Angela Storey—Washington Toxics Coalition
Ellen Weininger—Westchester County, NY

Non-Toxic products
Lisa Arkin—Oregon Toxics Alliance
Stephen Ashkin—The Ashkin Group
Bobbi Chase—Citizens' Environmental Council
Doug Fishman—Burgundy Farm Country Day School
Liberty Goodwin—Toxics Information Project
Kathy Koumoutseas—Capitol Hill Region Cluster Group
Mark Petruzzi—Green Seal
Mary Scarpa—North Country Union High School
William F. Smith—Denver Public Schools
Robina Suwol—California Safe Schools
Amy Todisco—Consumers' Healthy Home Center

Reduce, Reuse, Recycling
Angie Barger—Association of Vermont Recyclers
Dewayne Johnson—Iowa Recycling Association
Gary Gepford—Herndon High School
Holly Kingsley—Summit Recycling Project
Annette Mills—City of Falls Church Recycling Office
Anne Morse—Winona County Recycling Association
Victoria Wiedel—Solid Waste Agency of Lake County
Christine Woods—Kids Against Pollution
Cassie Wyss—Grassroots Recycling Network

Other individuals and organizations that devoted time and
energy to reviewing the program's materials:
Claire Barnett—Healthy Schools Network
Diane Ethier—Connecticut Foundation for Environmentally Safe Schools
Ellie Goldberg—Healthy Kids: the Key to Basics
Jake Lubarsky—Thornton Middle School
Mickey Maheu—Southeast Elementary School
Freda Sherburne—Oregon Green Schools
Larry Swain—Michigan Dept. of Agriculture
Virginia Walton—Mansfield CT Recycling Coordinator

The program would also not have come into existence without
the support and generosity of the following foundations whose
grants have funded the Green Flag Program:
Bauman Foundation
Beldon Fund
Cedar Tree Foundation
CS Fund/Warsh-Mott Legacy
Educational Foundation of America
Groundspring.org
Mitchell Kapor Foundation
Alida R. Messinger
New York Community Trust
Turner Foundation
Wallace Genetic Foundation
Winslow Foundation

The Campaign also received generous donations of award materials
from Patagonia Beneficial T's Inc.

All the materials for the program were excellently and thoughtfully
designed by Kieran Daly of KDaddy Design.
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